
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 269 

of some special branch of truth, phenomenalism is of course use- 
ful and indeed quite necessary. And the metaphysician who 
attacks it when following its own business is apt to fare badly.' 
But he continues in words that I have already quoted (p. 64 above), 
'When Phenomenalism loses its head and becoming blatant, steps 
forward as a theory of first principles, then it is really not re- 
spectable. The best that can be said of its pretensions is that they 
are ridiculous.' This blunder I believe that physical realism has 
perpetrated so far as it has advanced or defended the mechanical 
theory of nature. And it was solely against these 'pretensions' 
and the realistic interpretation of physical conceptions on which 
they rest, that my strictures were aimed" ('Naturalism and 
Agnosticism,' 2d ed., Vol. I., pp. 303-305). 

J. E. Creighton. 
Cornell University. 



FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESTERN 
PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION 

npHE fourth annual meeting of the Western Philosophical Asso- 
-*- eiation, held with the University of Missouri at Columbia, 
Mo., on April 1 and 2, was, in one or two essential particulars, the 
most satisfactory which the association has had. Pains had been 
taken to avoid overcrowding the program ; not more than two papers 
were presented at any one session ; and the result of this wise policy 
was seen in unusually general and adequate discussions of most— 
unfortunately, not all— of the topics presented. Since the only justi- 
fication for the oral delivery of technical papers consists in the pro- 
motion of criticism and a comparison of notes between workers in 
the same field, good discussions are of the essence of a good meeting ; 
and in this respect the sessions at Columbia were more successful 
than those of previous years. The social features of the gathering 
were also happily arranged, and, through the unstinted hospitality 
of the faculty of the University of Missouri, were highly enjoyable ; 
they had the simplicity and informality that are best calculated to 
promote good-fellowship and a better acquaintance among the fellow- 
specialists for whom such meetings are held. Some seventeen mem- 
bers were in attendance, including representatives of seven univer- 
sities and colleges. 

One whole session was devoted to a general discussion of the 
philosop'hy of Herbert Spencer, opened by a comprehensive and pene- 
trating criticism of Spencer's metaphysics by Professor E. L. Hin- 
man, of the University of Nebraska, and an examination of Spencer's 
contribution to sociology by Professor C. A. Ellwood, of the Univer- 
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sity of Missouri. The list of the remaining six papers — which were 
equally divided, as to subject-matter, between psychology, ethics and 
the history of philosophy— has already appeared in this Journal. 
Nearly all of the papers (which were for the most part too long and 
elaborate to permit of the compression necessary in such brief ab- 
stracts as could properly appear here) are eventually to be published 
in full in technical periodicals. The tendencies of opinion which 
came most conspicuously to light in the several papers and discus- 
sions were : A reaction against the analytical psychology in favor of 
the functional and genetic, a sense of dissatisfaction with the present 
state of ethical theory and with certain crystallized distinctions, 
antitheses and assumptions that prevail in the customary treatment 
of it, and a demand for a fresh and more adequate attack upon the 
problem of ethical methodology; and, in the field of the history of 
philosophy, a disposition to minimize not only the value but also the 
historic originality of some of the fundamental distinctions and argu- 
ments of Kant's epistemology. 

At the business sessions, in the regretted absence of the president, 
Professor Patrick, the chair was taken by the secretary, Professor 
A. R. Hill, and by other members of the retiring executive committee. 
Resolutions were passed expressing the regret of the association at 
the removal of Professor Thilly, its first president, out of its section 
of the country, and its cordial good wishes for his future work in 
a new field. The question of a change of name and affiliation with the 
eastern society was laid upon the table, in the failure of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Association to take any definite action upon the 
matter at its last meeting. The proposal for a joint meeting with 
the eastern association at Philadelphia -was apparently not regarded 
with favor, and the selection of time and place for the next meeting 
was left to the new executive committee. The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year •. President, Professor A. Ross Hill, 
dean of the Teachers' College of the University of Missouri; Vice- 
President, Professor E. L. Hinman, of the University of Nebraska; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Professor Arthur 0. Lovejoy, of Washington 
University; members of the Executive Committee, Professor Prank 
Sharp, of the University of "Wisconsin, and Dr. H. "W. Stuart, of 
the University of Iowa. The following were elected to member- 
ship: Dr. Mary K. Benedict, Dr. George R. Dodson, Dr. W. B. 
Elkin, Professor P. C. French, Dr. R. M. Ogden, Professor E. J. 
Swift. 

A. 0. L. 



